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ARTICLE BEGINNING

1993 ENG NE PERFORMANCE
Honda Troubl e Shooting - No Codes

Accord, Civic, Civic Del Sol, Prelude

INTRODUCTION

Bef ore di agnosi ng synptons or intermttent faults, perform
steps in F - BASIC TESTING and G - TESTS W CODES articles in the
ENG NE PERFORMANCE Section. Use this article to diagnose driveability
probl ens exi sting when a hard fault code is not present.

NOTE: Sone driveability problems nay have been corrected by
manuf acturer with a revised Engi ne Control Mdul e (ECM .
Check wi th manufacturer for |atest ECM application.

Synpt om checks can direct the technician to mal functioning
conponent (s) for further diagnosis. A synptom should lead to a
speci fic conponent, systemtest, or adjustnent.

Use intermttent test procedures to |locate driveability
probl ems that DO NOT occur when the vehicle is being tested. These
test procedures should also be used if a soft (intermttent) trouble
code was present, but no problem was found during self-diagnostic
testing.

NOTE: For specific testing procedures, see | - SYS/ COW TESTS
article in the ENG NE PERFORMANCE Secti on. For
specifications, see D - ADJUSTMENTS or C - SPECI FI CATI ONS
articles in the ENG NE PERFORMANCE Secti on. .

SYMPTOMS
SYMPTOM DIAGNOSIS

Synpt om checks cannot be used properly unless the problem
occurs while the vehicle is being tested. To reduce diagnostic tine,
ensure steps in F - BASIC TESTING and G - TESTS W CODES articles in
t he ENG NE PERFORMANCE Secti on have been perfornmed before diagnosing a
synptom Synptons avail abl e for diagnosi s incl ude:

Engine WIIl Not Start
Difficult Cold Start

Fast Idle Qut O Specification
Rough 1dl e When Warm

I dl e RPM Hi gh When Warm

* ok 3k 3k



| dl e RPM Low When Warm
Stalling During Warm Up
Stalling After Warm Up
Msfire O Rough Operation
Em ssion Test Failure

Lack OF Power

* ok 3k 3k 3k

Recomrended system and conponent checks nmay not apply to al
vehi cl es.

ENGINE WILL NOT START

Check spark and fuel systens as outlined in F - BASIC TESTI NG
and | - SYS/ COW TESTS articles in the ENG NE PERFORMANCE Secti on.
Test ECM power and ground circuits. Check TDC/ CRANK/ CYL sensor and
ignition output circuits.

DIFFICULT COLD START
Check cool ant tenperature, MAP, and TDC/ CKP/ CYP sensor

circuits for mal functions. On Accord, check fast idle valve for proper
oper ati on.

FAST IDLE OUT OF SPECIFICATION

Check idle adjusting screw setting. Check Idle Air Control
(IAC) valve and fast idle valve for proper operation. Check cool ant
tenperature sensor circuit for short circuit to power or ground.

ROUGH IDLE WHEN WARM

Check Idle Air Control (1AC) valve, MAP sensor, fuel
injectors, and EGR system for proper operation.

IDLE RPM HIGH WHEN WARM

Check idle adjuster screw. Check Idle Air Control (IAQC
val ve, fast idle valve, oil pressure switch signal, vacuum hose
connections, and A/C signal circuit.

IDLE RPM LOW WHEN WARM

Check idle adjuster screw. Check Idle Air Control (IAQ
val ve, fuel injector circuit, A/C signal circuit, oil pressure swtch,
A/'T position signal, and electric | oad detector. Check | ock-up control
sol enoid (if equipped) circuit.
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Check Idle Air Control (l1AC) valve, fast idle valve, and fuel
system Check cool ant tenperature sensor

STALLING AFTER WARM-UP

Check fuel system Idle Air Control (1AC) valve, and EGR
control system

MISFIRE OR ROUGH OPERATION

Check fuel injectors, MAP sensor, Idle Air Control (1AC)
val ve, and EGR system Check TDC/ CKP/ CYP sensor and circuitry.

EMISSION TEST FAILURE

Check MAP sensor and oxygen sensor (or linear air/fuel ratio
sensor). Check catalytic converter, EVAP, and fuel systens.

LACK OF POWER

Check MAP sensor, throttle position sensor, fuel injectors,
air intake system and catalytic converter. Check Variable Val ve
Tim ng (VTEC) spool valve (if equipped) and oil pressure swtch
operation (if equipped).

INTERMITTENTS
INTERMITTENT PROBLEM DIAGNOSIS

Intermittent fault testing requires duplicating circuit or
conponent failure to identify problem These procedures nay lead to
conmputer setting a fault code (on sone systens) which may help in
di agnosi s.

I f problemvehicle does not produce fault codes, nonitor
voltage or resistance with DVOM whil e attenpting to reproduce
conditions causing intermttent fault. A status change on DVOM
i ndicates a fault has been | ocated.

Use a DVOM to pinpoint faults. Wen nonitoring voltage,
ensure ignition is on or engine is running. Ensure ignition is off or
negative battery cable is disconnected when nonitoring circuit
resi stance. Status changes on DVOM during test procedures indicate
area of fault.

TEST PROCEDURES

Intermttent Sinulatio
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foll owi ng met hods:

Li ghtly vi brate conponent.

Heat conponent.

W ggl e or bend wiring harness.
Spray conponent with water nist.
Renmpove/ appl y vacuum sour ce.

* ok 3k 3k

Monitor circuit/conponent voltage or resistance while
simulating intermttent. If engine is running, nonitor for self-
di agnostic codes. Use test results to identify a faulty conponent or
circuit.
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